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November 2021 


General Meeting—Tuesday 2 November at 7.30 p.m. 
Speaker: Staurt Lardner, Area Chief Ranger, Parks Victoria 


Talk title: Utilising adaptive (and innovative) management to enhance ecological values in the Brisbane Ranges 
National Park and You Yangs Regional Park. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 7 December 6.00—8.00 p.m. 


GFNC social get-together and picnic tea. 
Details p. 16. 


In the last few months we have welcomed or welcomed back to the club... 


Joanne Murphy, Geelong West; Cathie Mahar, Leopold; Lorraine Leversha, Ocean Grove; Gracie Adamson, Belmont; 
Christine Nunn, Newtown. 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We still hope to restart face to face meetings soon. However based on the current Victorian Road Map 2021, it's looking 
difficult due to density caps for inside gatherings. For 'out of town' presenters we will likely continue to use Zoom 
indefinitely. Excursions may also need to be cancelled at short notice. We'll continue to plan excursions, and then 
cancel once it is clear they are not possible. Check the club website, Facebook, or the email Newsletters for any 

last-minute changes to what may be listed in the Geelong Naturalist. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
oubmissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 29 November 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 


Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg —to the editor. 
The editor for the November edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Alison Watson alisonw5/7 7 (Qgmail.com 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.gfnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@gfnc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on 
events. www.gtnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at bit.ly/GENCWebinars 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelongfnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup Just visit and ask to join. 


Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelongfieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GFNCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GFENCLibrary 


The front cover photo shows a specimen of (Probable) T helymitra peniculata Trim Sun-orchid. The image by Bernie 
Lingham was taken at Murgheboluc Railway Reserve on 20/10/21. 


The back cover photo of Goose Barnacles, Lepas sp. was taken by Deborah Evans at The Bluff, Barwon Heads on 
25/10/21. 


News from the committee 


At the committee meeting in October, we covered two 
important topics 


COVID-19 Vaccinations 


Several of the relaxations outlined in the Victorian 
Roadmap rely on all participants being fully vaccinated. 
The Committee agreed that the club will take advantage 
of the greater numbers and densities that come with 
vaccination. This means that face-to-face events will be 
restricted to those who can show proof of vaccination 
while these rules stay in place. This will include the end 
of year event on 7 December. 


We will ask to see proof you've checked in on the 
oervices Victoria QR code and proof of your vaccination. 
You can show proof of vaccination: 


e by linking your COVID-19 digital certificate to the 
oervice Victoria app and it will show up when you 
check in, or 

o by including a COVID-19 digital certificate in your 
smartphone wallet, or 

e by showing a paper-copy of your Immunization 
History Statement, or an eligible proof of 
exemption. 

You can find details of how to obtain your proof of 

vaccination and link your digital certificate here https:// 

WWW.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/get-your-covid- 19-digital- 

certificate 


At the time of writing, the exact rules that apply after 29 
October as part of Phase C’ are not available but we are 
confident to be able to have up to 30 (and possibly 
more) at the November excursions, but still plan to ask 
attendees to register. Keep an eye on the weekly' news. 


Graham Possingham 


Print Copies of the Geelong Naturalist 


As members are aware, printing of Geelong Naturalist 
has not been possible since a flood at the Gordon 
printery in March, and it's only been available as a PDF. 
The Gordon is still not providing commercial print 
Services. 


The Publication and Records Subcommittee has 
suggested that we move permanently to only having a 
PDF version of the Geelong Naturalist without a print 
copy. Since this is a significant change of direction for 
the club the Subcommittee recommended that we first 
seek feedback from those hundred or so members who 
previously received print copies and the main Committee 
endorsed that approach. 


The affected members were sent an email https:// 
mailchi.mp/26d056622dc6/gnprinting outlining the 
rationale of the proposal and asked for feedback by 
November 5. We'll collate and review the responses 
during November and the Committee will make a final 
decision, ideally by year end. 


Note that the small number of members without access 
to email would continue to get a printed version in all 
Cases. 


October butterfly report 


he first of the Caper Whites for this season have been 

seen, and Green Grass-darts. Many Australian 
Painted Ladies also, it seems to be a good season for 
them. Meadow Argus are around Seaview Park. Are they 
still common in Eastern Park? 
John Newman and David I ytherleigh have again been 
diligently chasing blue butterflies at the You Yangs and 
John has been granted his wish to see Silky Hairstreaks. 
They are outside our recording area, but a great find 
nonetheless. John was also pleased to find a Chequered 


Green Grass Dart, 
Highton, 27/10/21 


Valda Dedman 


Copper in suburbia despite regular mowing by the City of 
Greater Geelong in what would once have been 
farmland, some 15 to 18 years ago. 


Observers: 

BML, Bernie Lingham; CMo, Craig Morley; DTy, David 
Tytherleigh; GGt, Geoff Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; 
JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; JTr, Jennie 
Turner; RLw, Rod Lowther; TP, Trevor Pescott; WCo, 
Wendy Cook. 


Photo: Graham Possingham 
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White-banded Grass-dart | 9/10/21 Rokewood 2 separate specimens in roadside JN 
grass at 2 different sites 
Green Grass-dart 8/10/21 Little River Ripley 2 observed in different parts of the TP 
Reserve reserve. 


P BR a 
Ocean Grove 
aon (aeternas (E 
14/10 21 C 


las UE ja 
20/10/21 Furze Track, Brisbane 1 flying along track about 4 p.m. WCo 
Ranges 
Imperial Jezebel 4/1021 Yaugher 2 flying on a cold windy day near TP 
our house. 


Australian Painted Lady | 1/10/21 Deal Ave, Jan Juc 1 in back garden GGt 


14/10/21 | Queenscliff Golf Club 


19/10/21 Wandana Heights 4. In the new housing estate and GP, JPo 
storm water run-off area 
Yellow Admiral 2/1021 You Yangs Regional Park | 2 separate butterflies seen in partial | JN, DTy 
sun afternoon 


Ss 19/10/21 Wandana Heights 4. In new housing estate GP, JPo 
19/10/21 Grasstree Park Nature 1. Feeding on flowering Grass tree | GGt, 
Reserve, Torquay spike. BML 
21/10/21 Highton 1, flying in sunshine along JN 
Nature strip 5 p.m. 


CMo 
CMo 


Meadow Argus 90/10/21 Belmont 1. Species still around Seaview RLw 
Reserve. 


20/10/21 Highton 1 flying in sunlight late morning JN 


20/10/21 Highton 1 seen and photographed in middle 
of suburban block 
( Province Reserve’ on map). 
Rayed Blue 32/1021 You Yangs Regional Park | 2 seen in same site as past years at | JN, DIy 
onowy Mint-bush, on Big Rock Rd 
à 


Common Grass-blue — |6/10/21 | Pt Henry B GP, JPo 
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Chequered Copper 


We beat the Americans! 
The origin of the annual Challenge Bird Count 


Trevor Pescott 
VAY the Challenge Bird Count (CBC) cancelled fora confirmed by two observers and if heard, by three 
second time due to restrictions under the COVID observers, parties to work as a group and not move further 
lockdowns, perhaps it is a good time to look back to the than 15 miles from their base, only using one car and (or) 


origins of the CBC to see why and how the counts began. boat. Counting starts at midnight, December 9th, and 
finishes at midnight on December 10th.’ The unwritten rule 
was we were to phone Roy as soon as possible to give 
him our list. 


The late Roy Wheeler was passionate about birds, with 
one of his regular objectives to list one hundred species in 
a day. In Wild Life magazine of December 1946, he wrote 
an article about ‘scoring a century’, describing a day that There were eight teams, based at Warburton (leader Len 
began at 3.45 a.m. when he and his companions Charles Robinson), Sherbrook Forest (Des Quinn), Sorrento (Mike 


Bryant and Jack Jones woke from sleeping under some Carter), Melbourne (Roy Wheeler), Torquay (Jack 
shrubs on the beach at Little River. After a morning on the Wheeler), Toolern Vale (Harvey Dickison), Werribee (Fred 
Werribee Sewage Farm, they cycled over to the You omith) and my area was the You Yangs. 


Yangs and continued searching, recording their 100th 
species after dark when they heard a boobook calling. (A 
photograph accompanying the article showed Roy knee- 
deep in saltmarsh vegetation, wearing sports coat and 
Slacks, shirt and tie, and of course a hat.) 


Our team consisted of Cliff Tingate, Geoff Gayner, Nola 
Barrow, Les Barrow and Priscilla Pescott, and we ended 
with a commendable list of 84 species and 4047 
individuals. 


Jack Wheeler's team included Trix Wheeler, Eric Bound 


Roy's passion for birds, and his competitive nature, set Sind his wife; they listed 113 species and 6747 individuals. 


him another challenge many years later. The Audubon 
Society in USA published a Christmas bird list of 204 In total the eight teams listed 209 species and 67 844 
species compiled in one day...could we in Melbourne and individual birds beating the American team by five 
district beat that? It was a challenge Roy could not resist 1 species...Roy was pleased! 

so he called together a small group of Bird Observers Club 
members to plan an assault. This is why the annual bird 
count is still called a challenge count’! 


Over the years the routes taken at each area have been 
modified, and of course equipment and means of 
identifying birds have become far more refined. From the 
The details of the rules were set out one evening in low resolution binoculars and very limited field guides 
196/—1 can't recall the date—when a small group of Bird available then, we have advanced to the sophistication 
Observers Club members met at Roy Wheeler's upstairs — that is now taken for granted. The change has been 

flat in Windsor. Nor do | remember who was there apart immense. Looking back, our lists were impressive indeed. 
from Roy's brother Jack, Fred Smith, Des Quinn— 

probably Len Robinson and one or two others. We ended 

the meeting with the inevitable cups of tea and cake, 

provided by Mrs Wheeler. 


The rules, as published in The Bird Observer of November 
1967, were simple enough. ‘Species sighted must be 


Vale Cecily Lawrie 
Deborah Evans 


The club was saddened to hear of the passing of one of Trained as a nurse, she was passionate about human 


our long-time members, Cecily Lawrie, on 6 October. rights and advocated for First Nations people. She loved 
Cecily was one of those vital glue people' that help hold to paint and was always experimenting. Cecily was a kind 
everything together. A bright enthusiastic member, she generous person who will be missed. 


took on quite a few different tasks, such as being an active 
committee member and newsletter editor. She was also 
on the ‘hall set-up group’ and participated in GFNC 
functions. As well as attending GFNC excursions and 
camps, where she generously shared her knowledge— 
particularly botanical—she attended SEANA and ANN 
camps for ages until it was too much for her health-wise. 


We extend our sympathy to all her family. 


Geelong Naturalist issues unavailable in print 


Please note that due to equipment damage at the Gordon Printery, the Geelong Naturalist will not appear in print form 
while other printing options are being investigated. 
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Murgheboluc Railway Reserve excursion report 
11 October 2021 


Introduction 

Measuring approx. 0.5 ha, the fenced Murgheboluc 
railway reserve is located on the southwest side of the 
Harvey Road crossing of the railway line. 


The area is known to the Club and in recent years it has 
been explored on two previous excursions; 16 October 
2005 and 20 November 2011. These excursions were led 
by Mark Trengove—Club member and ecologist. The 
excursion reports and accompanying extensive flora lists 
indicate that this small area represents a high-value 
biodiverse grassland reserve (Evans 2005 pp.5—6, 
otreefkerk 2011 pp. 8—9). It had been ten years since our 
last Club visit to the reserve and we were delighted to 
note that the area appeared in very healthy condition. 


Flora of the railway reserve 

There is little tree canopy in the reserve. Eucalyptus 
viminalis Manna Gum is present, along with a number of 
small Wattles. The area is primarily open grassland, 
running adjacent to the railway line. 


Our small group of nine people found it extremely 
challenging to walk through the area due to the high 
volume of plants. We attempted to follow in each other's 
footsteps and to walk as carefully as possible. 


Over the next 3 hours we surveyed the area, recording 
94 plant species—many plants were either in bud, or 
flowering. Highlights included a variety of orchids. The 
dominant flowering orchid was Diuris sp. Golden Moth 
orchids with many plants spread across the reserve. 
These orchids are difficult to identify to species level. 
There were also Microtis sp. Onion Orchids and many 
specimens of T helymitra spp. Sun-orchids. The weather 
was too cool for the Sun-orchid flowers to be open, apart 
from one Thelymitra rubra Salmon Sun-orchid (see 
Addendum below with further information on Sun-orchid 
spp. following a return visit on 20 October). 


Other highlights included several members of the Pea 
Family; Dillwynia hispida Red Parrot-Pea, Eutaxia 
microphylla Common Eutaxia (fruiting as well as 
flowering), Bossiaea prostrata Creeping Bossiaea and 
Kennedia prostrata Running Postman. These low- 
growing flowering plants provided a splash of colour 
within the waving grasses. 


Pimelea curviflora Curved Rice-flower was widespread. 
Goodenia pinnatifida Cut-leaf Goodenia and Stackhousia 
subterranea Grassland Candles provided ID challenges. 
Neither species was well-known to our group. Species 
identifications were confirmed following the excursion. 


Unfortunately, we also found more than 30 specimens of 
the introduced Disa bracteata South African Orchid. 
Flower heads were up but yet to open, so it was an ideal 
time to dig them up and ensure they were carefully 
disposed of. 


With lunch beckoning, we made our way to Inverleigh for 
a quick stop before returning to explore a small woodland 
near the reserve, on the east side of Harvey Road. 


Flora of the Harvey Road woodland 

This woodland area borders a dirt vehicle track leading 
from Harvey Road to Brislane Road. There was 
significant tree canopy, including Eucalyptus 
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Bernie and Barry Lingham 


camaldulensis River Red Gum and Acacia implexa 
Lightwood. We encountered 1/ additional species of 
plants to those seen in the morning at the railway 
reserve. 


A single Melicytus dentatus Tree Violet (fruiting) was 
noted; an extensive patch of Platylobium obtusangulum 
Common Flat-pea still retained a few flowers; the many 
small delicate pale blue flowers of Veronica gracilis 
olender Speedwell were visible in the grass; and a few 
tiny flowers of Dichondra repens Kidney-weed could just 
be seen with the naked eye. 


Although the main focus of our excursion was plant 
observation, our attention was caught by other interesting 
sights. We were in the right place at the right time to 
observe an Australian Owlet-nightjar enjoying the 
sunshine as it sat quietly in a hollow branch of a River 
Red Gum. White-Banded Grass-darts and Philobota 
arabella moths were active amongst the grasses and 
grassland flowers. 


All agreed it had been an enjoyable and informative day, 
as well as a great opportunity to re-connect with each 
other in-person given the steady easing of COVID 
restrictions. 


Addendum: Two of us returned to the area on October 
20 (sunny 22"C day) to check if any Thelymitra were 
flowering and to further investigate some plant species. 
The warm sunny weather was perfect for several orchids 
which were fully, or partially open. Apart from one 
unusual pink-flowered plant, the remainder of the open 
oun-orchids were blues (without spots). These can be 
extremely variable and key characteristics, such as style 
of hair tufts on the column arms, can be interpreted 
subjectively. Most probable species based on our 
observations are 7 helymitra peniculata Trim Sun-orchid 
(photo front cover) and T. pauciflora Slender Sun-orchid 
(photo p. 5). 


The pink Sun-orchids, growing in a small clump, were 
striking. We could identify that the column, hood and 
arms were unusual, but the plant was unknown to us. 
After consultation with knowledgeable local orchid 
experts, a probable identification of 7. luteocilium Fringed 
oun-orchid has been made (photo p. 5). Cliff 
Beauglehole had recorded this species nearby in 1982 
(see article on A. C. Beauglehole and the Land 
Conservation Council on p. 8). 


References: 

Evans, D. (2005) Limestone and Basalt Grassland 
Biodiversity Excursion, 16 October 2005', Geelong 
Naturalist, vol. 47, no. 7, pp. 5—6. 

otreefkerk, P. (2011) 'Grasslands excursion—20 
November 2011', Geelong Naturalist, vol. 47, no. 
8, pp. e-9. 


Photos: Bernie Lingham 


(Probable) Thelymitra luteocilium Fringed Sun-orchid (Probable) Thelymitra pauciflora Slender Sun-orchid 


Murgheboluc Railway Reserve, GFNC Plant Group Excursion, 11 October 2021 


FERNS 00 00000000 0 o 
Cheilanthes austrotenuifolia Chrysocephalum apiculatum * Common Everlasting 


MONOCOTYLEDONS | | | Convolvulus angustissimus * Pink Bindweed 
Austrostipa sp Craspedia variabilis * Common Billy Buttons 
Large Quaking Cryptandra tomentosa * Prickly Cryptandra 
Grass 
Burchardia umbellata * Milkmaids Dillwynia hispida * Red Parrot-pea 
Caesia calliantha * Blue Grass-lily Scented Sundew 


Dianella revoluta var. revoluta Black-anther Blue Devil 
Flax-lily 

Disa bracteata * # South African Eucalyptus viminalis 
Orchid 


Golden Moths — | Eutaxia microphylla * 
Gonocarpus tetragynas * Common Raspwort 


Microtis unifolia * Goodenia pinnatifida * Cut-leaf Goodenia 
orchid 


Hackelia suaveolens * Sweet Hound's-tongue 


Schoenus apogon * Kennedia prostrata * Running Postman 
rush 
Thelymitra rubra * Laphangium luteoalbum * Jersey Cudweed 
orchid 
Thelymitra spp. * Leptorhynchos squamatus ssp. Scaly Buttons 
Squamatus * 


lily 
|DICOTYLEDONS | J| Microseris walteri* .— |Mumong «—— — 
Styphelia humifusa 
Bossiaea 
Brunonia australis * 
Additional plants Harvey Road woodland 
|MONOCOTYLEDONS J — —— [| — 0 
DICOTYLEDONS ,  ( | Medicago polymorpha*# | ^ , BurMedic — —  — 
Bursaria spinosa 
Ing 
Veronica gracilis * 
o LLELLLLLL—————————LE———————— 
NOTES: — 1 [| 0 (000 0 0 
* Flowering orin bud — — — |  »J/ S 0 oo 
_# Introduced or naturalised species | 
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October fauna report 


though there are relatively few mammal sightings 

this month, each is important in expanding our 
knowledge of the species distribution. By contrast, the 
large volume of herpetofauna observations suggest we 
have had a good year for frogs with some very heavy rain 
events, while reptile sightings have been relatively few. 
o0 to the species... 


Short-beaked Echidna: on 12 October one was 
observed beside Thompson Road in the Brisbane 
Ranges, foraging around an old log (RAu) while on 21 
October one was noted crossing the Colac-Ballarat Road 
in open farming country at Irrewarra (RMI). 


Common Ringtail Possum: one found dead on the 
nature strip in St Georges Way, Torquay on 3 October 
(GGt); on 4 October two were seen low in a short 
eucalypt beside an unnamed track in the Lerderderg 
otate Park (RAu). One was found road-killed on the 
Queenscliff Road just east of Leopold on 10 October 
(TP). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: a mob of 80 were noted 
grazing in farmland at Brown Swamp on 9 October (SRo). 


Swamp Wallaby: one found dead on the Collendina 
beach on 9 October (CRe). 


Grey-headed Flying-fox: on 25 October the desiccated 
body of one was found at the north end of Bakers Bridge, 
Gheringhap. It had snagged a wing on a barb of a barb- 
wire fence and was unable to break free (TP). 


Rakali (Water Rat): it is always good to receive reports 
on this beautiful animal. Once hunted mercilessly for their 
fur, they have survived quite well in a few places. The 
sighting of one near Breamlea on 12 October is 
particularly interesting. It was observed moving through 
our property and into the open areas of our neighbours 
property. Clearly observed its white-tipped tail. Breamlea 
Coastcare has found evidence of the species but there 
are no recorded sightings by the group or 

residents.' (JTr). 


Australian Fur Seal: a young individual was noted on the 
beach near Bird Rock, Jan Juc, on 5 October (GGt). 


Dolphin sp.: at midday on 17 October a pod of about 10 
was noted beyond the surf break offshore from Steps Surf 
Beach, Jan Juc, heading south-west (GGt). 


Eastern Banjo Frog: at least one calling from a small 
dam beside the road into Big Rock at the You Yangs on 2 
October (JN,DT y). On 19 October 10 were heard calling 
from under dead branches at the same site, and tadpoles 
were observed there as well (SRo). At least four were 
heard calling from the billabong section of Armstrong 
Creek in Dooriebeal Reserve on 3 October (RLw), and on 
the same day at least two were calling from a farm dam at 
Moriac (JN). At Coogoorah Park in Anglesea on 8 
October there were at least two calling and spawn was 
noted attached to grass tussocks in flooded low-lying land 
beside the Anglesea River (PCr,GGt). 


6 Geelong Naturalist November 2021 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Spotted Grass Frog: two were noted at Drysdale on 3 
October and on 23 October at least 10 were heard calling 
from a swamp at the end of Fitzgeralds Road, in Reedy 
Lake (GP,JPo) 


Growling Grass Frog: about 10 were heard calling from 
a swamp at the end of Fitzgeralds Road in Reedy Lake 
on 23 October (GP,JPo). 


Southern Brown Tree Frog: one dead specimen was 
found on the footpath at The Sands, Torquay on 5 
October (GGt). 


Jacky Lizard: on 1 October two were seen at different 
parts of The Sands, Torquay (GGt), and two (an adult and 
a juvenile) were found under separate tiles at the 
Bannockburn Bush Reserve, north section, on 5 October 
(HSc, TP). On 12 October at 10.30am, one was noted 
basking on the edge of The Esplanade walking track in 
Torquay (GGt). 


Southern Water Skink: on 8 October five were noted 
basking on rocks at Coogoorah Reserve in Anglesea 
(PCr,GGt), and on 20 October one was seen beside the 
river at Pollocksford (BL,BML). 


Pale-flecked Garden Sun-skink: one about 5—6 cm 
long, was noted basking on a rock near the car park at 
Buckley Falls Park on 22 October (HSc,LBr). 


Eastern Blue-tongue Lizard: on 8 October, the same 
individual that was noted on 1 September was seen 
again; it had moved about 40 m from the location where it 
was first seen, and currently is using a hole under a large 
rock for refuge. It has been seen sun-basking at the 
entrance to its hole on several occasions (GGt). 


Little Whip Snake: two adults were found under a thick 
slab of fibrous bark from an old fallen tree on 21 October. 
They moved a short distance away and went under some 
grass stems that were under another slab of bark 
(HSc,LBr). 


Tiger Snake: One about 1 m long was seen on the 
Barwon River Track near the athletics field in South 
Geelong on 12 October (GP,JPo). 


Lowlands Copperhead: Geoff Gates has recorded a 
range of observations of copperheads at The Sands, 
Torquay as follows—1 October, one about 75 cm long 
was basking beside the golf course pond at 4.00 p.m. on 
a warm sunny afternoon. On the next day at 4.20 p.m., a 
cool afternoon with high cloud and brief sunny breaks, 
one about 75 cm long was seen basking close to the 
paved footpath at the Environment Pond. At 3.45 p.m. on 
4 October, a cool afternoon with blustery SW wind and 
intermittent rain, one about 1 m long was seen basking in 
long grass close to a pond. | suspect I've seen this 
individual before as it is in the exact location of previous 
sightings. On 5 October it was seen in the same place. 
On 8 October at 3.45 p.m. there was a large specimen 
over 1 m long on the footpath near the 12th tee; it 
disappeared into long grass as | approached. 


At 4.00 p.m. | saw a length of tail disappearing into long The following observers recorded their sightings: 
grass. I’ve seen a snake in this exact locality a few times BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernadette Lingham; CRe, 


in the last 10 days. On 10 October | watched a Christine Rees; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GGt, Geoff 
copperhead for an hour between 11.50 a.m. and Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield; 
12.50 p.m. near the 12th tee; it moved over a small area JN, Jonn Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; JTr, Jennie 
between bouts of basking. A large, healthy individual, it Turner; LBr, Lance Brequet; PCr, Peter Crowcroft; RAu, 
appeared unconcerned by my presence. | believe it is the Ross Auchettl; RLw, Rod Lowther; RMI, Robert Missen; 
same individual that | saw on 10 October. SRo, Scott Rolph; TP, Trevor Pescott. 


14 October at midday, it was cool with sunny breaks and 
rain showers; a copperhead was coiled up on a patch of 
dead grass among long grass. 


Fauna survey 


11-14 November 2021 
135 Hargreaves Road, Carlisle Heath, Otway Ranges 


We have been given the opportunity to carry out a fauna survey on a property owned by Helen Nicholls-Stary and 
Anthony Stary. They have developed a wonderful camping area with excellent facilities including toilet and water 
Supply. 

It is intended that we will carry out Elliott and harp trapping as well as developing bird, invertebrate and plant lists. We 
will also undertake some spotlight observations. 


To access the property, take the Carlisle Road, which turns left off the Princes Hwy west of Colac. Look for Hargreaves 
Track which is about 5 km past Carlisle River township, on the left side of the road and is sign-posted. 

This ts easier than taking the Mt McKenzie Track. 

Access Is via 115 Hargreaves Tk and follow the signs to the camping area at 135. 


Thursday 11 November, 1.00 p.m.—meet to set the Elliott and harp traps. 
Friday 12—Sunday 14 November, 9.00 a.m.—meet to check the traps. 


COVID safe regulations will apply. Please email me at ppescott@gmail.com if you plan to attend so that | can advise 
you of any late changes. 


A celebration of eBird Global BIG Day 9 October 2021 
Craig Morley for the GFNC Bird Group 


bout thirty club members participated, across Victoria, great day out! Please follow these links to learn more: 
in this global event of bird observing and recording. Global 


We were truly part of a global event as we shared the https://ebird.org/octoberbigday 
experience with more than 33 500 participants recording 
7293 bird species on 80 492 complete checklists 
world-wide. 


Australia and territories 


https://ebird.org/region/aut? 


yr-BIGDAY 2021b&m=é&sortBy=spp 
We helped record 526 species in Australia on more than 


| | Victoria 
aS EODEM PRAID ante Yr Gore rang https://ebird.org/region/AU-VIC?yr=BIGDAY_2021b&m 
calculations, club members surely recorded well over half 
of the total species (279) observed in Victoria. Greater Geelong 


"y | https://ebird.org/region/AU-VIC-GGE?yrzBIGDAY 2021b 
Thank you to all who participated and contributed, it was a 
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The influence of A. C. Beauglehole and the Land Conservation Council 


hen checking the distribution map for a particular 

Thelymitra species on the Atlas of Living Australia 
(ALA), | noted that a specimen of the species had been 
collected nearby in 1982 by A. C. Beauglehole. This was 
not the first time l'd noted his name as the collector of a 
species when | was checking on ALA. From my early 
years in the GFNC, | was aware that A.C. Beauglehole 
was the author of a series of books for the Land 
Conservation Council that comprised the vegetation 
reports from 13 regions across Victoria. It was time | 
found out more about this interesting botanist and 
Inspiring naturalist. 


Alexander Clifford Beauglehole (Cliff) was born near 
Portland in 1920 and was raised on the family farm. He 
completed only six years of schooling but his strong 
curiosity of the natural world was already stimulated. 
Cliff's interest in botany began early and by the age of 
ten, he was acquainted with 60 different orchids in his 
district. At the age of 14 he began corresponding with, 
and sending specimens, to W. H. Nicholls—a leading 
orchid specialist. In the years 1940—1941, he discovered 
three new previously undescribed orchid species. 


Eventually, in 1949 he took over the family farm with his 
wife Hilda and two daughters. He continued farming until 
1968. During those years on the farm, Cliff extended his 
interest in botany, but also studied and collected native 
bees, wasps and ants in the Portland area. There were a 
great many that were new to science. In addition, Cliff and 
his wife collected and catalogued nearly 5000 carcasses 
of beach-washed seabirds. Many skins and skeletons 
were sent to museums all over the world. In the 1950s, 
Cliff, his family and local naturalists, started methodically 
excavating some limestone caves. They sieved the 
material to extract bones from over 2000 individual 
animals dating back 5000 years (Ross 2002). 


In 1966 the Victorian government requested that all 
Crown land be surveyed for potential new or alternative 
land uses. At that time, less than one per cent of the state 
was protected for conservation as national parks or 
Wildlife reserves. Nearly all fertile Crown land had been 
developed for farmland and the remaining Crown land 
was viewed as a potential source of timber, minerals, 
hunting, fishing or water catchment. Much of the 
remaining Crown land was leased to farmers for grazing. 
Development was ad hoc and tended to be undertaken at 
the whim of a minister or senior bureaucrats (Clode 
2006). 


At that time, Beauglehole was contracted to carry out 
botanical surveys of Crown land for the Soil Conservation 
Authority. In 1967 he completed a comprehensive study 
of the flora of the Grampians. The Premier, Henry Bolte, 
was certainly not known for his passion for conservation! 
In the late 1960s, the Bolte government was considering 
plans to convert 80 000 ha of Crown land that contained 
the Little Desert into freehold farm land. Public opposition 
grew and the Conservation Council of Victoria was 
formed—led by prominent former bureaucrats, field 
naturalists and the Victorian National Parks Association 
(Clode 2006). 


Bolte realised that his government needed better 
conservation credentials and he discussed options with 
his friend Claude Austin—a keen bird watcher and 
conservationist. Prior to the election, Bolte promised to 
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Barry Lingham 


increase the size and number of national parks, establish 
an environmental protection agency and acquire land for 
public use. 


Bolte survived the 19/0 election and elevated Robert 
Borthwick to the Ministry of Lands, Conservation and 
ooldier Settlement. Borthwick was a visionary who 
established the fully independent Victorian Land 
Conservation Council (LCC). The LCC achieved the most 
important conservation outcomes in Victoria's history. It 
was established to decide the future of Victoria's public 
lands based upon rational, scientific research and public 
opinion. The state was divided into 13 regions. In each 
region a stock-take of all public land and its economic and 
environmental values was undertaken, with an aim to 
protect at least five per cent of the state as conservation 
parks. Borthwick told the LCC that their historic task was 
to make recommendations on the use of public land ‘as if 
for a thousand years' (Clode 2006 p. 28). He then left the 
LCC alone to undertake their task—which they did in an 
admirable fashion over a long period of time. The current 
Victorian Environmental Assessment Council evolved 
from the LCC (Clode 2006). 


Cliff Beauglehole took on the massive task of collecting 
and identifying plants across all of Victoria and collating 
the information into his 13-volume series of LCC reports 
on The Distribution and Conservation of Vascular Plants 
in Victoria. He roamed all over Victoria and also spent 
time collecting over 90 000 specimens from across 
Australia. Almost 70 000 of his specimens are held in the 
National Herbarium of Victoria. Cliff died in 2002. During 
his lifetime, he was awarded the Australian Natural 
History Medal and the Medal of the Order of Australia for 
his services to ‘botany, conservation, and ornithology’. 
Ten species of plants, four insects and four mosses/ 
algae/lichen have been named in his honour (Willis 2000). 


Cliff was a foundation and active member of the Portland 
Field Naturalists Club and of the Western Victorian Field 
Naturalists Clubs Association. He encouraged many 
country-based naturalists to develop an interest in their 
environment and to monitor and document the vegetation 
(Ross 2002). | hope we can be inspired by his example. 


The GFNC library has copies of all the LCC reports. 
References: 


Clode, D. (2006) As if for a thousand years—a history of 
Victoria's Land Conservation and Environment 
Conservation Councils. Melbourne, VEAC. 


https://www.veac.vic.gov.au/documents/As-If-for- 
a-Ihousand-Years.pdf, accessed 24 October 


2021. 


Ross, J. H. (2002) Alexander Clifford Beauglehole OAM 
(26 August 1920-19 January 2002), Muelleria, 
vol. 16, pp. 71-79. https:// 


WWW.biodiversitylibrary.org/part/254661 , 
accessed 24 October 2021. 


Willis, J. H. (2000) Provenance 4—Alexander Clifford 
Beauglehole', James Hamlyn Willis Botanic 
Archival Project. https:// 


www.austehc.unimelb.edu.au/guides/will/ 
WILLOOA.htm, accessed 24 October 2021. 


Fauna survey report—Point Lonsdale 
07-10 October 2021 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Introduction Results 
The survey was carried out to assist the City of Greater Apart from several traps being closed overnight we did not 
Geelong as part of their Bellarine South Eastern Coastal catch any mammals. 


Region project that is reviewing the environmental features 
of the area. Buckley Park is the largest council reserve on Mammals 


the Bellarine Peninsula. owamp Wallaby: a specimen found on the beach may 
have come from the coastal reserve. 

Weather European Rabbit: scats noted. 

cold with some overnight rain showers. 

Method Reptiles the cold weather encountered during the survey 


period was not conducive to reptile activity, however the 
following were seen: 


Jacky Lizard Amphibolurus muricatus: two noted trying to 
bask in the intermittent sunshine. 


Garden Skink (Pale-flecked Garden Sun-skink) 
Lampropholis guichenoti: two small individuals were found 
under a piece of fallen tree trunk, and one was seen 
actively fossicking among leaf litter. 


A total of 50 small Elliott traps were set in several 
transects through the coastal dunes about one km west of 
the coastal end of Fellows Road, Point Lonsdale. This 
area Is one of the last known sites on the Bellarine 
Peninsula where Southern Brown Bandicoots were known 
to frequent in the early 1970s. The main purpose of the 
survey was to search for any small mammals that may still 
survive in the coastal dunes area. 


Birds: 


| 


Black-shouldered Kite 


1 
| 


T 
Superb Farywen o o ë e o 


Noisy Miner 3 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 20 in small flocks moving along the dunes and calling 
from trees 


4 
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Australasian Bushlark 


Geelong Naturalist November 2021 9 


Invertebrates: indeed! Barry provided the bird list, and with Tracey, Brett 
No active search for invertebrates was undertaken. and Lothar set, checked and collected the Elliott traps. 


Thanks: we gratefully acknowledge the assistance of the Permits: the fauna survey was carried out under the 
Hanleys for allowing us access across their property— conditions set out in our WSIAEC project approval 32.18, 
without this support the survey would have been difficult DELWP permit 10009049 and SPFL no. 20072. 
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Jacky Lizard Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Previous camera surveys: March, April and May 2012 


1. Three of the Club’s PixController cameras were in The cameras were set in the Moonah woodland area in 
place for five nights (23—28 March). The location was the hope there may still be bandicoots present. They took 
recorded as Hanley's property, beside Lake Victoria, hundreds of photographs of Black Rats and House Mice, 
between the lake and Buckley Park. and one of a Red Fox. The bait used was the standard 


Peanut butter, golden syrup and oatmeal mix. 


oun 
: > 
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Black Rats at the bait station Brown Rat PixController images 


2. A second camera survey was carried out on Williams’ Here, photographs were taken of Black Rat, Brown Rat, 
property, Shell Road, on the south side of Lake Victoria House Mouse, Rabbit, dog and several birds. The 

from 17—19 April, and 01—05 May 2012. The property is locations included under Moonah, under tea-tree and in 
across the lake from Hanley's land. grassland. 


Images of nudibranchs taken at Point Lonsdale 
during the VNPA Sea Slug Census and Great 
Southern Bioblitz weekend 


Photos: Courtesy of Jeremy Bishop 
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October bird observations—some highlights 


Ie month of fairly wild windy spring weather has 
not held back the enthusiastic bird observers of our 
region with an amazing array of birds reported from all 
parts of our district. With thanks to those who participated 
in the eBird Global Big Day adding their highlights to the 
Club website for all to enjoy. Many thanks for the added 
details that give a lot more understanding as to why 
certain records are important or unusual. And, more 
broadly, thanks once again to the keen and diligent 
observers and, most importantly, recorders of the birds of 
the Geelong region—your efforts continue to help build a 
wonderful story of our birds! 

It has remained fairly wet and, in spite of the wild days, 
overall fairly mild so far this spring so wetland birds 
feature prominently in this month. Whiskered Terns in a 
marshy area in the western plains at Barunah Park 
numbered 75 where they foraged actively and another 63 
in stunning breeding plumage purposely moving north, on 
owan Bay, just offshore of Queenscliff golf course. Forty 
were also seen at Wurdiboluc Reservoir and a low 
number at Hospital Swamp. White-fronted Terns have 
again been seen locally with a bird ashore at Bancoora 
Beach and two at Lorne. Very pleasing sightings, indeed! 
Our small, yet highly significant, colony of Little Egrets 
at Queenscliff seems to be heading in the right direction. 
Over recent weeks increasing numbers, with their flowing 
nuptial plumes, have been noted foraging and loafing in 
the immediate area on Swan Bay and 16 were observed 
perched in one of the nest trees late on 20 October 
where there had been none earlier in the day. It didn't 
take long for the number to build with 22—24 in 
subsequent days! Low numbers of Cattle Egrets, up to 
14 birds, have continued to be reported from many sites 
including several on the Surf Coast, St Albans Park, Lake 
Connewarre and Leopold. 

An immature Brolga at Lake Connewarre was a great 
sighting as was a single Black-tailed Nativehen at 
Queenscliff Golf Course. This species is rarely seen 
locally unless there is a major irruption when they can be 
a common feature of many wetlands. A good flock of 
Banded Lapwings has been observed repeatedly on the 
western plains, up to 38 birds, and the beautifully 
plumaged Australasian Shoveler has been seen in 
pairs on wetlands across the Surf Coast and at Shelford. 
A Baillon's Crake at Hospital Swamp was a wonderful 
find of this tiny secretive wetland gem and Australian 
Wood Ducks have been seen with young at Bacchus 
Marsh and Ocean Grove. A group of breeding 
Australasian Darters at Winchelsea was an important 
find and they were in the company of Little Pied and 
Little Back Cormorants nesting at the same site. Before 
we finish with waterbirds we must at least briefly mention 
some wonderful western lakes sightings with peak 
numbers of 4000 Banded Stilts, 1200 Red-necked 
Avocets, 1500 Red-necked Stints and 350 
Australasian Shelducks. 

Leaving the wetland theme for drier habitats, a cyclist in 
Newtown was most surprised to be swooped by a Pied 
Currawong and the usually elusive Painted 
Buttonquails have been seen several times this month 
at Anglesea, Ocean Grove Nature Reserve and Long 
Forest. These cryptic ground-dwellers are sometimes 
given away by the presence of circular areas of cleared 
ground, called platelets, created by the bird spinning in 
circles to expose invertebrates in the ground cover. 

Little Wattlebirds are suspected to now be resident in 


John Newman and Craig Morley 


Bacchus Marsh and a Crescent Honeyeater at St 
Leonards was a long way from the wet forest and scrub 
of the Otway Ranges and hinterland where they are more 
usually seen. Gang-gang Cockatoos are still present in 
the suburbs with 10 seen flying along the Barwon River in 
Highton at dusk. The Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos 
continue to be keenly recorded by birders across our 
region. The actual records with details of sites and flock 
sizes make for interesting reading. 

A Chestnut-rumped Heathwren singing gloriously in the 
Anglesea Heath made a strong impression as did, at 
Coogoorah Park, an immature male Brush 
Bronzewing—a moderately common though, perhaps, 
under recorded species in our region. Brown Thornbills 
in the Geelong Botanic Gardens were feeding young and 
Blue-winged Parrots records have been submitted from 
sites far and wide from Cressy to Jan Juc and one flying 
over Highton was a great record. A Spotted Pardalote 
drew one observer's attention high on a powerline in a 
suburban street and then, after a period of patient 
observation, flew rapidly and directly into a drainage 
culvert—most probably visiting a nest-site. A flock of 45 
Purple-crowned Lorikeets in Inverleigh was a great 
sight and record. 

We receive few records of Black Falcon, one of the most 
dazzling aerial hunters of our skies, so a record of one 
circling high at Hospital Swamp, to add to a similar record 
last month, was very exciting. Similarly a record of male 
and female Brown Goshawks displaying overhead at 
Bannockburn was made all the more memorable when a 
female Collared Sparrowhawk appeared from the 
woodland rising to ‘see them off’. What a wonderful 
opportunity to compare and contrast these very similar 
woodland raptors. 


LA, 


A 


Powerful Owl, Surf Coast, 25/10/21 


Photo: Geoff Gates 
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October invertebrates report 


Rod Lowther 
he report covers observations made to iNaturalist region 175 species have been recorded. There are likely 
between 20 September-21 October. A separate to be many undescribed/unidentified species lurking and 

review of invertebrate observations recorded during the still waiting to be discovered. 

Great Southern BioBlitz will follow next month as 

observations are still being submitted. In comparison there are 378 beetle species listed in the 
Geelong BioBlitz region, but only 163 species are 

For this reporting period, there were 241 observations; recorded in the GFNC Invertebrates Collection. Other 

120 species; uploaded by 22 club members. than when looking for Lady Beetles and Leaf Beetles, 
observers need to look closely in cracks or unusual 

opiders are becoming more visual after the winter period. places, turning over rocks and dead wood or rotting 

A wander about the garden, particularly at night, will organic matter. One group where we are particularly 

reveal how numerous they can be, as well as giving an lacking observation records are the aquatic and semi- 


insight into the wide range of species that can exist in a aquatic beetles. 
small area. The GFNC Invertebrates Collection 


includes115 spider species, while for the Geelong BioBlitz ^ Click here for the reporting period listing of observations. 


(— OderorFamily | No of observations | Species 
| A  Butefles | TD 
— Mis | — 46 — | M - 
( UmgwWesandDamseWes | 4 | 3 
( SbdeandMtes — | 54 | 22 
Beetles E | 1 
Fes et | 1$ - 
Ant, Bees, Wasps a: MINI 13 
Grasshoppers, Cts, Kay [8 [2 
“True Bugs, Hoppers and Aphids | 6o — | 9 


(Note information above is correct at the time of report preparation and may differ as further observations are submitted. Identification 


status may also change in the highlights table. The photos show where an ID has been confirmed at ‘Research Grade'.) 


Observation highlights are shown in the grid photo format below with some comments about each observation following 


in the associated table. 
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Calomela bartoni 
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Common Flesh Flies Boatman Fly 


ETT 
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Genus Macrosiphum 


[Boll 
Candalides hyacinthinu... 


Tau Emerald Harris's Jumping Spider 


E > ^ - 
B ur CIS 


Massive Garden Jumpi... Gum Leaf Skeletonizer Bee Parasitizing Wasps Genus Ephutomorpha 


Research Grace - Research Gente ” + : "2s 


Common Scientific Name Date Location Comments Observer 
Mame RUE observes [n ee RR 
oweat Bee 20/10/2021 otonehaven Member of the Lipotriches genus of | BML 
Austronomia sub- which there are many subgenera. 
genus Males are known to form a distinc- 
tive roosting cluster. 
Boisduval's Oenosandra 20/10/2021 Angelsea Unattractive larva. 40 observations | PCr 
Autumn Moth | boisduvalii of the moth for the region but only 
second larva record—also seen in 
Oct. 
Badge Neosparassus 19/10/2021 Ocean Grove Huntsman spiders live under bark, BML 
Huntsman diana or in crevices of rocks and logs. 
Good to see one out in the open. 
Torpedo Bug Siphanta acuta 19/10/2021 Point Most common planthopper LFo 
Lonsdale (worldwide distribution is in temper- 
ate climates). Seen between Aug- 
Nov and in late autumn. 
P 


atomaria eucalypt. 
Leaf Beetle Dicranosterna 8/10/2021 Little River {í species of Leaf Beetles have T 
immaculata been recorded in the Geelong re- 
gion; this species feeds on wattle 
foliage. 
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Leaf Beetle Calomela bartoni | 8/10/2021 Little River Larvae feed on Black Wattle and TP 
silver Wattle trees. Species can 
be either pale or bright green. 
White- Taractrocera 11/10/2021 | Murgheboluc First of this year's season; seen B 
banded papyria during the GFNC Plant Group 
Grass-dart excursion. 
Flesh Fly October and until late May. 
doclea October and also around April. 
Sp. feeds depends on plant species. 


Tau Emerald | Hemicordulia tau | 3/10/2021 Drysdale Most common of the larger 
dragonflies in our area. Very 
difficult to photograph at this time 
of year as they are continuously in 


rapid flight. 


Katydid Tettigoniidae 1/10/2021 Ocean Grove | Unidentified but most likely a BML 
Family nymph Leaf Katydid. 


Varied Dusky | Candalides 2119/2021 Anglesea Identified as the subspecies hya- PCr 
-Blue hyacinthinus cinthinus in our region. Larval 


~ 


LCI 
HSc 
DF 
DF 


G) 
T 


food listed as Dodder-laurel, 
Cassytha sp. 


Harris's Maratus harrisi 21/9/2021 Anglesea A less common Peacock Spider in 
Jumping the Geelong region. First 
Spider identified by a gardener in the 
ACT in 2011. 

Massive Opisthoncus 21/9/2021 Geelong Only 6 records in iNaturalist for KCI 
Garden quadratarius Victoria and the first for our 
Jumping region. Seen at Geelong Botanic 

older gardens. 


S 
Uraba lugens 27/9/2021 Common enough moth but good C 
Skeletonizer photo of caterpillar. 


KCI 
Bee Labium sp. 26/10/2021 | Connewarre Attractive looking wasp. First BML 
Parasitising record in the GFNC Invertebrates 
Wasp collection but scattered 
observations across the state. 


Velvet Ant Ephutomorpha 24/9/2021 Uncommon ant; mostly seen in 
Sp. the Otways within our region. 


B 
Y) 
© 


Thanks to the following members who submitted inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/gfnc-invertebrates- 
observations during this reporting period: collection, have your observations included in future 


AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie summaries by going to the project page link above and 
Lingham; DF, David Flanagan; DE, Deborah Evans; GP, clicking on the ‘Join’ tab. 

Graham Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield; JN, John 

Newman; KCI, Kelly Clitheroe; LFo, Lachie Forbes; LPh, References: 


Lorraine Phelan; LCI, Lynne Clarke; MAI, Margaret iNaturalist and Atlas of Living Australia—data and 

Alcorn; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; MMcD, Margie McDonald; taxonomic classifications. 

NW, Naomi Wells; PCr, Pete Crowcroft; RLw, Rod Otto, Jürgen C.; Hill, David E. (2011). ‘An illustrated 

Lowther; SKr, Susan Kruss; SRo, Scott Rolph; TP, review of the known peacock spiders of the genus 

Trevor Pescott; WCC, Wendy and Colin Cook. Maratus from Australia, with description of a new 
species (Araneae: Salticidae: 

If you participated in the recent Great Southern BioBlitz, Euophryinae)' (PDF). Peckhamia. 96 (1) 


or have recently joined iNaturalist and have not Joined 
the GFNC Invertebrates Collection Project https:// 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are 
tax-deductible. 
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Anglesea orchids excursion report 
17 October 2021 


fter meeting up and signing on at the Anglesea 

Bowling club car park we headed up the Harvey St 
hill to the end of the houses. We divided into 2 groups to 
explore the heathland left and right. The track beside the 
last house led to lovely patches of Hare Orchids 
Leptoceras menziesii but before we got there, there was 
much to observe and admire. The massed display of 
Creamy Candles Stackhousia monogyna, Grass Trigger- 
plants Stylidium graminifolium, a few Blue Pincushions 
Brunonia australis just opening, Tall Sundews Drosera 
peltata subsp. auriculata and Blunt Everlastings 
Argentipallium obtusifolium was a quite a sight. There 
were Sun Orchids, the endemic Bearded Greenhood 
Pterostylis unicornis, Onion Orchids Microtis sp., and 
spider Orchids—Large White Ca/adenia venusta and 
Mantis C. tentaculata. Finally, we found the beautiful 
Hare Orchid colonies in the area burnt earlier this year, 
some camouflaged amongst the flowering Milkmaids. The 
brilliant blue Tufted Lobelia Lobelia rhombifolia was 
flowering well too, standing out against the blackened 
trunks of the eucalypts. A few Tiny Caladenias C. pusilla 
were spotted. 


On the right-hand side of Harvey St, the heathland was a 
mass of colour with the orangy-red of the Showy Parrot 
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Caladenia venusta, Lar 
Flaxbournes Rd 
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Members observing Tall Leek Orchids at Anglesea 
heathland. 


Prasophyllum elatum, Tall Leek Orchids, 
Fraser Ave 


Alison Watson 


Pea with many Spider Orchids, Pink Bells, some red 
Dwarf-pea, daisies and a Leek Orchid Prasophyllum sp. 


A quick stop at Fraser Ave to find the Tall Leek Orchids 
Prasophyllum elatum found most of the flower heads had 
been eaten but there were still two with flowers to admire 
and photograph. Keen eyes also found several Flying 
Duck Orchids Ca/leana major along side the track. 


After lunch at Coogorah Park we stopped in Camp Rd 
and walked along the bike track avoiding the many 
speeding young riders racing down the hill, to find 
masses of flowering Redbeak Orchids Pyrorchis 
nigricans, looking spectacular amongst the burnt gums. 
This area was burnt in March this year. 


Our final stop was Flaxbournes Rd where the display of 
Large White Spiders Caladenia venusta was amazing. 
There were also Donkey Orchids Diuris orientis, White 
Fingers C. catenata, some in shades of pink, Waxlip 
Orchids G/ossodia major and a tiny Eastern Bronze 
Caladenia C. transitoria to finish. 


It was enjoyable day for all, spent in fine company, new 
places and flowers for some and a showcase of what 
Anglesea can offer. 
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Leptoceras menziesii, Hare Orchids, Harvey St 


Photos: Alison Watson 
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GFNC Excursion 
Sunday 21 November 2021 


Leaders: BEN representative 
Teesdale Wood Reserve 


The Teesdale Wood Reserve is a remnant grassy 
woodland managed by the Ballarat Environment 
Network. There is a mixture of Red Gums and other 
trees with a variety of flowering indigenous plants and 
grasses. It is also a great place to see birds and 
invertebrates. The site is rarely visited due to restricted 
access. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at the car park in Teesdale, opposite 
the general store/cafe. We will travel in convoy to visit 
the woodland site that is located off the 
shelford-Meredith Road. We will return to the Turtle 
Bend picnic area in Teesdale for lunch and then visit the 
nearby grassy woodland at the Don Wallace Reserve. 


Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, solid 
footwear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, camera, field 
guides. Mask. 


More information contact: 
Barry Lingham 0417 115 109 


GFNC social get-together and picnic 
tea 


Tuesday 7 December 6.00-8.00 p.m. 


With the easing of COVID restrictions and the 
associated increase in the number of people permitted 
to attend outdoor events, the club invites you and your 
families to attend a social evening at the new Pavilion 
area of the Geelong Botanic Gardens, commencing at 
6.00 p.m. 


This activity will replace the usual General Meeting. 


Please bring your own picnic tea and folding chairs. 
RSVP required. 


Further details will be provided in the club's bi-weekly 
email bulletin. 
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GFNC Bird Group Excursion 


Thursday 25 November 2021 


Leader: Barry Lingham 


Indented Head Reserve and St Leonards 
Salt Lagoon 


The Indented Head Reserve Is a relatively new 
addition to the CoGG reserves. It contains many old 
River Red Gums and is a good location to see bush 
birds. After morning tea, we will travel a short distance 
to the St Leonards Salt Lagoon. This shallow saline 
lake is bordered by salt marsh and coastal scrub. 
There is the possibility of seeing migratory waders, 
waterfowl, sea birds plus other species. For anyone 
who wishes to socialise after the event, there is a 
picnic area in St Leonards. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at Seascape Drive, Indented Head. 
Travel from Portarlington via Hood Road, then right 
into Henderson St. Follow into Seascape Drive 

(a small deviation) to past Martin Street and then do a 
U-turn before Glenrana Rd so you can park on the 
west side of the Seascape Drive. Look for my van with 
the bird picture on the side. 

We will later travel in convoy to visit the St Leonards 
oalt Lagoon that is located off The Esplanade. 


Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, solid 
footwear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, camera, field 
guides. Mask. A fold out chair for morning tea. 


More information contact: 
Barry Lingham 0417 115 109 


Important notes for excursions 


1. COVID restrictions apply during all excursions. 
Face masks must be worn if social distancing 
cannot be observed and a QR check-in (or 
written check-in) is required. 


2. There are limits on numbers of members who 
can attend. You must register your interest in 
attending by emailing your details to 


info@gfnc.org.au. 


3. Please include the name of the excursion 
(Sunday excursion or Bird Group excursion) in 
your subject heading. 


Check the GFNC Website or Facebook page 
close to each excursion date for more 
information. 


Coming events 


Event listings are based on current knowledge of COVID lockdowns. 
If we need to cancel anything that is listed here we'll announce it via the website and Facebook. 


NOVEMBER 2021 


2 General Meeting: Stuart Lardner—Utilising adaptive (and DECEMBER 2021 
innovative) management to enhance ecological values in 
the Brisbane Ranges National Park and You Yangs 
Regional Park | 9-12 Fauna survey 

9 Plant Group: Barry Lingham—Lepidosperma 

11-14 Fauna survey: Hargreaves Road in the Carlisle 
Heathlands 

18 Bird Group: Hugh Possingham—Changes in abundance 
of birds and bird surveying 

21 Excursion: Teesdale Woodland Reserve 

25 Bird Group Excursion: Bellarine Peninsula 


T oocial get-together and picnic tea (details p. 16) 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2021-2022 


President Vacant 

Vice-President Vacant 

Immediate past President Rod Lowther 

oecretary Graham Possingham g.possingham@gmail.com 

Treasurer Graham Possingham g.possingham@gmail.com 

Minutes Secretary Kristine Kristensen kristinedawn@gmail.com 

Committee Members Trevor Hodson doctiny@bigpond.com 
Craig Morley craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
Tracey Hinton tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
Bernie Lingham bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
Naomi Wells naomicwells@gmail.com 
Chris White chriswhite5212@gmail.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer Deborah Evans deb.evans6@bigpond.com 

Conservation Subcommittee Chair Rod Lowther rod.lowther@live.com 

Publications and Communication Deborah Evans deb.evans6@bigpond.com 

Subcommittee Chair 

Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) Bernie Lingham bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
Jane Morrow morrowjane5@gmail.com 
Alison Watson alisonw5//@gmail.com 

Librarian Lorraine Phelan lohelan@bigpond.com 

Web-master Graham Possingham info@gfnc.org.au 

Geelong Bird Report Editor Craig Morley craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 

General Meeting Minutes info@gfnc.org.au 

Program Coordinator Vacant program@gfnc.org.au 

Bird Group Craig Morley craigmorleyo@bigpond.com 

Fauna Group Trevor Pescott ppescott@gmail.com 

Plant Group Barry Lingham lingham@tpg.com.au 

Club Convenors: 

General Meetings Vacant program@gfnc.org.au 

General excursions Vacant program@gfnc.org.au 

Bird Group excursions Lynne Clarke alynneclarke@gmail.com 
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Unless otherwise indicated you may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own 
personal use, for non-commercial educational purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may 
not alter content and must attribute the copyright owner (author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club Inc. where no author is listed. 
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